
 TOP TEN APPS & WEBSITES  

 kindergarten through second grade 

Starfall 

www.starfall.com  
and on your app store 
free version or $35/year 

Pre-K to 2nd Grade, Reading and 
Math. Engaging games, songs, and 
stories. User friendly for even the 
very young. 

 

 

 

 

 

Khan Academy 

www.khanacademy.org  
and video viewer app  
free 

Multiple Subjects, K to High School. 
Standards aligned videos, activities 
and quizzes that are easy to use 
and fun. 

 

 

 

 

 

Teach Your  
Monster to Read 

www.teachyourmonstertoread.com 
free on website  
or $4.99 for app 

Phonics and phonemic awareness 
independent practice as  you teach 
your custom monster to read.  

 

 

 

 

 

PBS Kids 

www.pbskids.org  
and on your app store 
free 

Safe and educational games and 
programs completely free with  
zero advertising. 

 

 

 

 

 

Stack the States 

Available on your app store for 
$2.99 

Great app with games, puzzles,  
and trivia to learn about the  
United States side-by-side. 

 

Cosmic Kids Yoga 

free on YouTube 

Yoga and meditation to get your 
kids up and moving indoors. A 
friendly host and wide variety of 
entertaining stories. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Sci Show Kids 
Free on YouTube 

Hosts Jessie and Squeaks make 
science experiments and a  
variety of kid friendly science 
topics approachable and fun.  

 

 

 

 

 

Crash Course Kids 
Free on YouTube 

A fast-paced and information 
packed science program that 
delves deep. Topics aren’t 
dumbed down but explained in 
an understandable way. 

 

 

 

 

 

FreeSchool 
Free on YouTube 

Slower paced songs and  
videos about science, history, 
art, music, grammar, and math.  

 

 

 

 

 

Story Bots 
Free on YouTube 

Catchy and informational songs 
beyond what is on Netflix. Story 
Bots make learning memorable 
for kids and grownups!  
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http://www.starfall.com/
https://www.amazon.com/Starfall-Education-LLC-FREE/dp/B00F77G000/ref=as_li_ss_il?ie=UTF8&linkCode=li2&tag=some0de-20&linkId=f10ef5c7845d62e57c0131833dbbc09d
http://www.khanacademy.org/
https://www.amazon.com/Viewer-Khan-Academy-Kindle-Tablet/dp/B00ARP009Y/ref=as_li_ss_il?ie=UTF8&qid=1488225658&sr=8-2&keywords=khan+academy&linkCode=li2&tag=some0de-20&linkId=5ea767a6958b99e7e777a046ea6f3898
http://www.teachyourmonstertoread.com/
http://www.pbskids.org/
https://www.amazon.com/PBS-KIDS-Video/dp/B009P8EMCK/ref=as_li_ss_il?ie=UTF8&qid=1488225723&sr=8-1&keywords=pbs+kids+app&linkCode=li2&tag=some0de-20&linkId=54ad571df5b5e2177c429be15a74fc9b
https://www.amazon.com/Dan-Russell-Pinson-Stack-the-States/dp/B00DZYXTRY/ref=as_li_ss_il?s=fiona-hardware&ie=UTF8&qid=1488225624&sr=8-1&keywords=stack+the+states&linkCode=li2&tag=some0de-20&linkId=3b899823a1d1ab595aeec6b8dbac6423


 TOP TEN WAYS TO PRACTICE READING 
 beyond reading a book 

somerandomlady.com -  education, organization, and the pursuit of the extraordinary.  

1. Safety Symbols 
Kids can read safety symbols with little to no reading experi-

ence. Shoes with a line through it on the trampoline? No shoes 

allowed! A dog in a circle with a line? No dogs allowed at this 

park. Look for safety symbols wherever you go. 

6. Cookbooks 
Read a recipe together. Read the list of ingredients, point out 

the measurements, and look at the step-by-step instructions. 

You're reading together, and *bonus* your child is also learn-

ing how to follow written directions, measure, and cook.  

2. Street Signs 
Similar to safety symbols, street signs are easy to understand 
for beginning readers, and they are everywhere! Point out 
signs as you pass them in the car or on a walk. Say the letters 
in S-T-O-P and talk about what Yield means and why there is 
one that says "No Turn on Red." Read the name of your street, 
house numbers, and signs at the park. 

7. Grocery Lists 
Check out your grocery circular or coupons and read the 

names and prices of all your favorite foods. Write a grocery list 

together - or write one yourself and hand it to your child. If 

they're not reading yet they don't know if you're picking 

up cake or bananas. They might just be curious enough to find 

out. 

3. Menus 
Read a menu at a restaurant or decide on take-out togeth-
er. Sound out the names of foods. Can your child figure out 
what's on the menu? Encourage common sense thinking and 
educated guessing. 

8. Calendars 
Keep a color coded family calendar. Talk to your kids about 
their particular color and what different symbols or words 
mean. Calendars are an excellent teaching aide and will keep 
you organized! 

4. Maps 
Traveling? Take a map along with you and trace your route. 

Even if you're not going far. Many museums, malls, and tourist 

attractions have free maps available. Read the symbols and 

point out the names of places you know. 

9. Packaging and Directions 
There is a TON of packaging and directions that come into our 

home every day. Read names, symbols, and directions. Narrate 

your thoughts when you read ingredients, expiration date, or 

nutrition facts. Pick up the mail and look through it together. 

5. Advertising 
Look for (kid friendly) advertising. Can they figure out what the 

words say with help from the pictures? Point out letters and 

sound it out. When kids start to read signs, it's truly amazing. 

Their eyes open and suddenly they understand the whole 

world around them. 

10. Labels 
Start looking for names and labels on products in your world. 

Read brand names on all of your electronics and the funny 

sayings on all of your coffee mugs. When you start looking, 

you'll see words all over the place! 



Ask the Storybots 

Nextflix and YouTube 

Storybots answer questions with 
songs and stories. Entertaining 
and memorable answers to 
questions like “Why is the sky 
blue?” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Magic School Bus 
Netflix, PBS Kids App 

Explore 4 seasons of science top-
ics with Miss Frizzle and the kids. 
Go everywhere from outerspace 
to inside the human body. 

 

 

 

 

 

Bill Nye 
Netflix  

Scientist Bill Nye gives solid sci-
entific explanations on concepts 
such as Gravity and Magnetism. 
Great information and never 
watered down. 

 

 

 

 

 

Brain Games 
Netflix 

An interactive and interesting 
show that examines the com-
plexity and reactions of the hu-
man brain. 

 

 

 

 

 

Wildest Series 
Netflix 

Get an up-close, documentary 
style encounter with the wildest 
animals and habitats across the 
globe. 

 

 

 

 

 

 TOP TEN SCIENCE SITES AND SHOWS 
 for elementary children 

Ology 

amnh.org/explore/ology  

American Museum of Natural His-
tory’s website for children. Explore 
games, videos, online books, and 
listen to real scientists! 

 

 

 

 

 

Scholastic Games 

scholastic.com/parents/play/
games  

Games and videos on a wide range 
of science topics featuring the fa-
miliar PBS kids characters. 

 

 

 

 

 

Brain Pop Jr. 

jr.brainpop.com and app 

Gentle and hurorous introduction 
to a range of scientific topics with a 
new movie each week. 

 

 

 

 

 

National  
Geographic Kids 

kids.nationalgeographic.com  

Kid-friendly interface featuring a 
huge range of science topics from 
animals to space and the human 
brain! 

 

 

 

 

 

Ask Dr. Universe 

askdruniverse.wsu.edu 

For independent readers or search 
together. Dr. Universe answers 
questions from kids about science 
topics. 
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http://www.starfall.com/
http://www.khanacademy.org/
http://www.khanacademy.org/
http://www.teachyourmonstertoread.com/
http://www.pbskids.org/


UNCONVENTIONAL HANDWRITING PRACTICE 
 26 fun and inexpensive ideas 
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adult coloring books 

make your body into letter shapes 

chalk letters on the sidewalk 

dot to dots 

capital letter exercises on youtube 

write with your finger in the air 

try golf pencils 

trace letters with a highlighter 

draw invisible letters on each other’s back 

jot down a grocery list together 

use stickers to make a letter 

cut letters out of a magazine 

alphabet playdoh mats 

use colored pencils for your normal workbook 

write an order at a pretend cafe 

foam letter pieces 

quiz each other 

i’m thinking of a letter with a pointy top and a line through the middle… 

 

make letters in rice 

write on a slate with a sponge 

trace letters on tracing paper 

use legos or blocks to build letters 

vary materials—markers, chalk, paint 

write on a whiteboard 

examine signs up close, trace the letters 

write with sticks in your yard 

draw in paint sealed in a ziplock bag 



 15 FUN MATERIALS  

 for independent math practice, k - 2 
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Ruler 

Practice measuring in inches and  

centimeters, look for items that are  

bigger, smaller, or the same length. 

Measuring Tape 

Measure large items around the house, 

distances from one room to another,  

and your own body. 

 

 

Measuring Cups 

Measure sand, water, macaroni, or other 

kitchen ingredients. Introduction to the 

concept of fractions—1/2, 1/4, 1/3. 

Math Literature 

Check out the math section of the 

library and choose a few that are on 

your reading level. 

Calculator 

Old-fashioned fun adding,  

subtracting, multiplying, and dividing  

on a pocket calculator. 

Puzzles 

A workout for your brain! Start small and 

work up to larger puzzles.  

What size works for independent play? 

Color by Number 

Available for children through adults! 

Practice number recognition and  

following directions. Look for printables 

that include fact practice. 

Dot to Dot 

123s practice or source skip counting 

and other pattern dot to dot printables. 

Playing Cards 

Sort cards by color, suit, or arrange them 

in number order. Make up a game or 

learn to play a single –player game like 

solitaire. 

Pattern Blocks 

Copy a sample pattern or make your 

own. Experiment with different color and 

shape patterns. 

Analog Clock 

Play with the dials to  make time go  

forward and backward.  

Practice telling time to the hour, half 

hour, minute, and second. 

Digital Clock 

A battery operated digital clock to ex-

plore AM and PM, timers, alarms, hours, 

and minutes. Practice telling what time it 

is or set the timer and see a countdown. 

Tanagrams 

Create shapes or make up your own. It’s 

a challenge just to get them back in the 

box! 

Coins 

Pretend to make a purchase, count your 

money, sort coins, compare foreign cur-

rency. 

Old Wallet or Purse 

Fill with coins, bills, old credit cards, or 

an old check book and explore a variety 

of currency. 


